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Discussion to the G:ammatical Category o Gender” in Khitan Small
Sriptsfrom the Theory on Dotted and

Dotless Original Characters

WU Ying-zhe
(The Mongplian Language Research Ingitute, Gollege of Mongplian Sudies, Inner Mongplia Universty , Huhhot  010021)

[ Abgtract] Inthe Khitan Small cript , there are couples of origna characters, which are bascaly identica
in grokes but different from each other because of the writing with or without* dot” . Isthere any inherent relation in
pronunciation or meani ng between the two types ?Many scholarsworked on the issue and gave different explanations.
However , there is no content ansver up to now. Observing the context of“ dotted orignal characters’ , there is no
difference in meaning but a grammetical difference can be obvious: the dotted origina characters are generaly used
to modify words that indicate’ male’ while the dotless original characters are generaly used to nodify words that
indicat¢ female’ . This is an inportant evidence that the Khitan language has the grammetical category of

“ gender” .
[ Key words] Khitan svdl script; dotted characters; grammetical category of“ gender”
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